242                         BLESSED JOHN SHERT                   [MAY 28
As the Annals of the English College did not begin to be kept till
J579> there is no record of the Blessed John Shert's ordination in Rome.
But he was the first priest of the " Venerabile " to come on the English
Mission (after 27th August, 1578), and the second of its forty Martyrs
to win his crown. Mr Shert's priestly activities are stated to have been
partly in Cheshire and partly in London. These labours must have
been very extensive, as within a year or two he was already a marked man,
known at least by name to the notorious priest-hunter Geo. Eliot,1 and
inquired after officially by the Privy Council. During his short time on
the Mission he passed under the names of Shorte or Stalie, and is supposed
to have lodged in or about Holborn, always a great centre of Catholicism
by reason of its many taverns, very useful for meetings, and the proximity
of the Inns of Court, where so many " papist " lawyers, students, and even
priests resided. By July, 1581, however, Mr Shert was certainly in
custody, for on the I4th of that month he was in the Tower with two
other priests, the Blessed John Payne and George Goodsalve.
Mr Shert was among those indicted for the trumped-up " Rome
and Rheims Plot," and on I7th November, 1581, received sentence of
death. Like so many of the other Catholic prisoners at this period, he was
interrogated on the speculative points relating to the exercise of the papal
authority, which, as before observed, were matters for the schools, and not
for Courts of Law, which deal only with overt acts. After long and weary
months of imprisonment, he suffered at Tyburn on 28th May, 1582,
together with the Blessed Thomas Ford, whose hanging and disembowelling
he had first to witness before his own end came. He solemnly disclaimed
any part in the treasons alleged against him, adding: " I acknowledge her
[Elizabeth] for my Sovereign Lady and Queen, for whose prosperous
estate and well-doing I did always pray/' Asked about her supreme
governorship over the Church of England, he replied: " I will give to
Caesar that which is his, and to God that which belongeth to God. She
is not nor cannot be [Supreme Head], nor any other but only the Supreme
Pastor." As the executioner was about to do his fell work, the Martyr
exclaimed: " Domine, Jesu Christe, Fili Dei Vivi, pone passionem, crucem
et mortem tuam inter judicium tuum et animam meam," and so saying, he
passed througft his last tribulation to life eternal.
* Styled by the Catholics," Judas" Eliot I